
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H14069 November 15, 2007 
FCC can’t tune out. It is time for Con-
gress to act. Let’s make sure the will 
of the American people is heard, not 
just this preordained stunt by an FCC 
commissioner. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Oklahoma (Ms. FALLIN) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. FALLIN addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York ad-
dressed the House. Her remarks will 
appear hereafter in the Extensions of 
Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. WATERS addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House. 
Her remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

HONORING MRS. MARIANNE 
HEINEMANN RUSSO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. MEEK) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
am honored and I want to thank Mem-
bers of Congress for allowing me to 
make this statement. This is con-
cerning the death of a very dear friend 
of mine and a great American that has 
served our country, Marianne Russo. 
On November 12, 2007, Ms. Russo died at 
the age of 71 in her home in Elkdale 
House in Lincoln University, Pennsyl-
vania. 

Ms. Russo was born on May 7, 1936, in 
New Canaan, Connecticut. She grad-
uated from Little Red Schoolhouse, 
New Canaan Country Day School, the 
Baldwin School and Mount Holyoke 
College. 

She earned a master’s degree in his-
tory at Columbia University and a 
master’s in linguistics at the Univer-
sity of Delaware. During the peak of 
the civil rights movement, Ms. Russo 

and her husband, the late Paul An-
thony Russo, made a significant con-
tribution to history by teaching at 
Lincoln University, a historically 
black institution. 

Ms. Russo’s passion for teaching and 
writing prompted her to organize a 
local writers’ group and participated in 
the Key West Literary Seminar, which 
created the Marianne Russo scholar-
ship for inspiring writers. 

In addition to this achieving excel-
lence as a teacher and a writer, Ms. 
Russo coordinated grass-roots efforts 
to elect progressive Democratic can-
didates to serve on local, State and 
Federal Government levels. In fact, she 
was the recipient of the Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the OxGrove 
Democratic Committee. 

Today I ask Members of Congress to 
take time to honor Ms. Russo who is 
not only a patriot but a great Amer-
ican. Ms. Russo dedicated her life to 
serving others as a teacher and a pub-
lished writer. 

As an accomplished author, teacher, 
political activist, and recipient of nu-
merous awards and honors, Ms. Russo 
has truly left behind an excellent leg-
acy. Her excellence will continue to 
shine through her four children and 
four grandchildren, all of the individ-
uals she enriched in her classrooms, or-
ganizations and literary works. 

As a member of the Congressional 
District 17 in Miami, Florida, I have 
the honor to be the Congressman for 
her daughter, Monica Russo, President 
of SEIU Healthcare Florida, and also 
serves on the international board of 
SEIU. 

In addition, I have the opportunity 
and great honor and the blessed privi-
lege to be the godfather for her grand-
daughter, Giovanna, who I love and ap-
preciate, and I know that she will con-
tinue the family legacy. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is important 
that we recognize Americans like Ms. 
Russo and her husband, Mr. Russo. 
They are in a better place now. And 
what they have left here in this coun-
try and here in the United States of 
America is a sense of pride, a sense of 
activism, and a sense of love. 

I would also like to state into the 
RECORD that a memorial and celebra-
tion in her honor celebrating her life 
will be held on Saturday, November 17, 
2007, at 2:00 p.m. at Penns Grove School 
Auditorium, 301 South Fifth Street, 
Oxford, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to further-
more say that many times Members 
come to the floor to share with the 
Members of Congress the great con-
tributions of Americans that have 
moved on to a greater place, some on 
the battlefield in an area of war, some 
that were patriots here teaching and 
pushing Americans to take part in this 
democracy. I am very proud of Ms. 
Russo’s accomplishments. I know that 
her spirit will continue to live in this 
country, and I know there are other 
Ms. Russos that are out there that are 
going to carry the spirit at the grass-
roots level. 

I say to the Russo family that is 
gathered at the family home to cele-
brate her life, celebrate her life as 
though she is still here, because she is. 
And she will live within you and live 
within me and live within other Ameri-
cans that appreciate Americans like 
her. 

Mr. Speaker, it gives me great honor, 
before we go on this Thanksgiving 
break when we surround ourselves with 
family and friends, to let you know 
that sometimes we have to cry, some-
times we have to pray, and sometimes 
we even have joy. I ask during the holi-
day season, and especially for the 
Russo family, to live within the joy 
that you remember in your heart and 
your mind of her contributions to your 
family and to our country. 

f 
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LETTER FROM REBECCA SHOWERS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. SARBANES) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SARBANES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in the people’s House to give 
voice to the pain and courage of Re-
becca Showers, one of my constituents. 
I do so, believing that we must take 
every opportunity in this Chamber to 
tell the stories of the American people. 

With Rebecca’s permission, I would 
like to read part of a letter she sent to 
me earlier this month. Rebecca’s hus-
band had every expectation of com-
pleting his service in the Army after 
two tours in Iraq. But recently he re-
ceived word that he now faces a third 
deployment, this one for 15 months. 

Speaking of her husband, Mrs. Show-
ers writes this: ‘‘I don’t want him to 
miss a year and a half of our lives. Our 
son is 2, and he will miss the most im-
portant times in his life, the forming of 
sentences, learning new words, learn-
ing the alphabet, even two of his birth-
days, which, by the way, he already 
missed him turning 2 on October 17. 

‘‘He will also miss two Christmases 
and two Thanksgivings. Just to let you 
know, in the last 6 years he has only 
been home twice for Christmas, and 
not once for Thanksgiving. I’m sure 
you hear this a lot from other Army 
spouses, but I just want my husband to 
be home with his family, where he be-
longs. I would like to know what the 
government is willing to do about get-
ting our guys home sooner, or at least 
if they are willing to send them over 
for shorter tours. A year and a half is 
just too long, and I am not sure they 
understand that. 

‘‘Is there anything you can do for me 
and my son or know anything else that 
maybe I could do? Please help me, Mr. 
SARBANES. He shouldn’t have to go for 
so long. It’s tearing me apart.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I don’t know whether 
it’s possible to accelerate this young 
man’s return, but I have contacted the 
Department of the Army, asking for its 
consideration based on these cir-
cumstances. In the meantime, my col-
league, Ellen Tauscher, has introduced 
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